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Dance is the most democratic of all artistic expressions. Whether performed in large 
social settings such as concerts, festivals, nightclubs, family events, or privately in 
our homes, dancing grants everyone – of any body type or mobility capacity – the 
opportunity to partake of an artistic experience. Dancing plays a crucial role in 
teaching children the value of a multicultural education. It is also one of the most 
accessible forms of exercise. Through movement and physical activity, communities 
impacted by chronic illnesses have found a way to improve their wellness and health. 
We are deeply grateful to TMC Healthcare for recognizing this value and stepping out 
to support this new event. 

It has been a long-time dream of Tucson Meet Yourself and of the Southwest Folklife 
Alliance to amplify dance as a unique art form deserving of its own event. Welcome! 
You are making history as the first audience of the inaugural Arizona Ethnic & 
Traditional Dance Festival. Tonight’s showcase is just a preview of what we hope will 
become a traveling, statewide annual event. As you watch the dance companies and 
artists on stage, think about their dances as a language, one full of “words” expressed 
through gestures, motion, and touch – the complexity of the skills and knowledge 
these traditional dancers express will inspire you. 

Thank you for being part of our beloved 
community of care, wellness, and hope.

Maribel Alvarez, Ph.D.

Jim Griffith Chair in Public Folklore,
University of Arizona, Southwest Center &
Festival Director, Tucson Meet Yourself

Mari Kaneta Suzuyuki-Kai

WelcomeWelcome ProgramProgram

Barbea Williams 
Performance Company 
Drum Call and Interludes

"Lamban" TransSahara Trade & "Manjani" 
Dance of the Young Girls

Flamenco Del Pueblo Viejo 
Farruca 

Somos Tango 
Remembranza 

Milonguero Viejo
Flores del Alma

Yellow Bird Indian Dancers 
Eagle dance 
Hoop dance

Mari Kaneta Suzuyuki-Kai
Taiko Storm

The Teahouse of the August Moon
Sarashime

Celtic Steps
Gypsy          
Siamsa   

Dance above the Rainbow  

15-minute 
INTERMISSION

Sound of Thunder 
Korean Dance & Drum

Sol.jang.go 
Nanta

 Janggochum 
Royal Fan Dance  

Siva Maia Polynesian Dancers
Lavalava Samoa  (Samoan Dance) 

Hi ilawe  (Hawaiian Dance)
Ha a Viti (Tahitian Dance)

Mele Ohana (Hawaiian Dance finale)

Urvashi Dance Academy
Tarana

Dhwanilo 
Silsila

Ballet Folklorico Tapatio
Selections from the Repertoire of  

Mexican Folk Songs

Lajkonik Polish Folk Ensemble
Obereks from Lowicz and Opoczno 

Highlander's song "Hej Jak tam Piknie"
Dances from Polish Spisz 
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BARBEA WILLIAMS 
PERFORMING COMPANY  
Director: Barbea Williams

Arizona's premier African-centered performing 
company. Our emphasis is on Afrikan and 
Afrikan Latino dance, choreography, choreo-
poetry, cultural folklore, and story dance. We 
use dance to educate and bring attention to 
current events and social justice issues.

FLAMENCO DEL PUEBLO VIEJO 
Director: Jason Martinez

Founded by Jason and Mele Martinez in 
2006, FDP is best known for its up-close and 
intimate tablao performances at the former 
Casa Vicente Spanish Restaurant and El Crisol 
mezcal bar in Tucson. The goal of FDP is to 
bring high quality flamenco to the Old Pueblo 
while making sure audiences experience 
the art form in its simplest and rawest form. 
Tonight’s program features Farruca, a form 
of flamenco music developed in the late 19th 
century. Classified as a cante chico, its origin is 
traditionally associated with Galicia, northern 
Spain. Known for its stark, masculine aesthetic, 
the baile typically features torero-like postures, 
intricate footwork sections, and quick, elegant 
turns. Farruca is sung and played on the guitar 
in a minor key.  
Flamenco Dancer: Jason Martinez  Flamenco 
Guitarist: Misael Barraza Diaz

SOMOS TANGO 
Director: Melissa Alejandra

Somos Tango is a collective of Argentine Tango 
professionals dedicated to the history and 
culture of this music, dance and art form. We 
are portraying the authentic essence, social, 
and improvisational nature of this traditional 
music. In the “Milonga,” dancers dance to 
live music and improvise their steps with 
whomever they partner with at any moment. 
Melissa Alejandra is an actress, singer, dancer 
of multiple music and dance forms, and a 
dance teacher. John Dahlstrand is one of the 
original pioneers to foster Argentine tango 
in Tucson and is the technical director for the 
UA School of Dance. Kate Rosalik and Levi 
Anthony are founders of Tucson Tango School.

YELLOW BIRD INDIAN DANCERS 
Directors: Ken & Doreen Duncan

Yellow Bird Indian Dancers is a family Native 
American performing arts group. The founding 
director, Ken Duncan, Sr., is a member of the 
Apache tribe of Arizona. Doreen Duncan, 
manager, is a member of the Mandan, Hidatsa, 
and Arikara Nation of North Dakota. Yellow Bird 
will introduce the audience to the essence and 
passionate spirit of Native American culture. 
Experience the energy of the circle of life 
dance as the dancer creates images of life: the 
butterfly, the hawk, and beautiful desert flowers. 

MARI KANETA SUZUYUKI-KAI 
Director: Mari Kaneta

Suzuyuki-Kai Traditional Japanese Dance group 
was established in Tucson in 1984 by master 
choreographer Mari Kaneta. Originally from 
Los Angeles, Mari started teaching in 1975. 
Our goal is to introduce Japanese culture to 
communities in Arizona. Through dancing, 
our students learn valuable concepts such as 
respect, modesty, self-confidence, working 
together, and strong appreciation for heritage 
and tradition. Suzuyuki-Kai is honored to have 
been part of the Tucson Meet Yourself Festival 
for over 30 years. Tonight’s dances include a 
dance performed entirely to the sound of the 
Taiko ( Japanese drum); a dance choreographed 
by late Masaya Fujima for the popular 1956 
movie, Sayonara, starring Marlon Brando; and 
a dance depicting the grace and strength of the 
women washing silk in a river to make kimonos.

CELTIC STEPS 
Director: Christopher McGrory

Celtic Steps is one of the largest Irish dance 
schools in the country. We have dance studios 
in Tucson and Phoenix, as well as four studios in 
Colorado and one in South Dakota. Celtic Steps 
has won numerous world titles over the past 
few years and is looking forward to competing 
in Ireland at 2022 World Championship event. 
Celtic Steps Arizona is lucky enough to have an 
Irish man Christopher McGrory from Dublin in 
charge. Christopher's wife Rosemary, a physician 
as well as a talented Irish dance instructor, has 
put the team together tonight. Many of the 
dancers on stage tonight performed at the Fox 
Theatre recently with the famous Irish band, 
The Chieftains.

SOUND OF THUNDER  
KOREAN DANCE & DRUM 
Director: Ann Klocko

Established in 2007, Sound of Thunder Korean 
Dance and Drum aims not only to share 
Korean culture through performances but 
also to educate the American public about 
Korean culture. We do this by participating 
in community events, private events, and 
educational workshops. Tonight’s performance 
includes Janggo drumming in a sitting position 
on the floor with both slow and fast speed 
rhythmic patterns; Samul drumming performed 
in standing position; dancing with Janggo drum 
attached to the body; and the Royal Fan Dance, 
a group dance in which fans are used to make 
various flower shapes and wave movements. 

SIVA MAIA POLYNESIAN DANCERS 
Director: Marie Lankford

Siva Maia Polynesian Dancers started out as a 
dance group at Davis-Monthan Air Force Base 
performing during the Asian American and 
Pacific Islanders Heritage Month celebrations. 
Led by Marie Aliwalas Lankford, they are a 
diverse group of ladies from different islands 
and of different nationalities. They have 
performed at venues such as Tucson Meet 
Yourself and the Arizona Aloha Festivals and 
for various nonprofit organizations, including 
the Pan Asian Community Alliance and many 
Senior living facilities. 

URVASHI DANCE ACADEMY 
Director: Kakoli Basu

Artistic director Kakoli Basu has taught various 
dance styles from India, namely classical, 
contemporary and folk dances, for over 30 
years. She began teaching in Augusta, Georgia, 
where her students won various awards at 
competitions and were invited to perform 
throughout the US and Canada. In 2006, she 
moved to Tucson. Her students range from 
five year olds to professional adults. Kakoli 
is trained in Bharat Natyam and the Uday 
Shankar style of contemporary dance. Her 
students specialize in the classical dance 
form of Bharatanatyam, which originated in 
southern India in the state of Tamilnadu. The 
name Bharatanatyam is a simple derivation, in 
Sanskrit, from the four most important aspects 
of dance: Bha from Bhava meaning emotion, 

Ra from Raaga meaning music or melody, 
Ta from Taala meaning rhythm, and Natyam 
meaning dance.

BALLET FOLKLORICO TAPATIO 
Director: Jose Luis Baca

Ballet Folklórico Tapatío is a nonprofit 
organization established in 1997 under the 
direction of master dance instructor Sergio 
Valle and the leadership of owner and founder 
Eduardo Baca Senior, with help and support 
of Lupe Klein Aviles. Based in South Tucson, 
BFT has over 150 members participating 
at four different levels. The company has 
performed throughout the United States and 
Mexico, in such venues as Walt Disney World 
in Orlando, Florida; Idaho State University; 
Guadalajara, Jalisco, Mexico; and the Annual 
International Mariachi and Ballet Folklórico 
Festival in Rosarito Beach, Baja California. BFT 
is recognized as one of the finest folklórico 
programs in the nation.

LAJKONIK POLISH FOLK ENSEMBLE 
Director: Matthew Boleslaw Schmit

Lajkonik Polish Folk Ensemble has been 
sharing the rich traditions of Poland since 
1998. Through song and dance, we promote 
Polish culture at festivals, school events, 
retirement homes, and elsewhere, including 
the University of Arizona. Lajkonik have a 
large and growing following in Tucson, and 
have also performed in Phoenix, Las Vegas, 
Seattle, Salt Lake City and Poland. In 2012, 
Lajkonik performed to an arena of 13,000 
for the NBA Phoenix Suns halftime event in 
honor Polish Heritage Night and Suns center 
Marcin Gortat. Lajkonik was sole Arizona 
participant in the International Festival of 
Polish Folklore in Rzeszow in the summer of 
2014 and 2017. At Tucson Meet Yourself, the 
company also runs a Polish food booth selling 
pierogi, golabki, bigos, and placki.
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Master of CeremoniesMaster of Ceremonies

Thank YouThank You

FESTIVAL STAFF

Dr. Maribel Alvarez, Executive Producer
Dr. Kate Alexander, Tucson Meet Yourself 

Curator of Performance
Angelina Ramirez, Dance Showcase Curator
Kimi Eisele, Communications  

Director/Folklorist SFA 
Erica Acevedo-Ontiveros, Stage Manager
Jeff Rodenkirch, Fox Theater  

Techical Director
Christiana Benson, Sponsorships
Luis Carrion, Videographer
Julie Ray Creative, Marketing & Design
Jenni Pagano, Graphic Designer

Curator's NotesCurator's Notes

What a pleasure it is to send you on a dance journey 
throughout the world. I am flamenco dancer and teaching 
artist, and my heart is in dance. Recently, I moved home to 
Tucson after building art and community in Phoenix for the 
past 17 years. I've loved the chance to connect more deeply 
with dance from this region and beyond. 

It has been an honor to curate this event, getting to know 
these hard-working artists keeping dance traditions alive. 
Their dedication to their culture, their background, their 

family is so admirable. I am thrilled to present these 11 talented and diverse dance 
companies to you. 

Thanks to Dr. Maribel Alvarez and Tucson Meet Yourself; all the company directors; my 
stage manager Erica, volunteers Elisa, Alex, and Erin; and Fox Theatre staff. 

Enjoy!  
Angelina Ramirez

Dr. Tyina L. Steptoe is an associate professor of history 
at the University of Arizona. Her work focuses on race, 
gender, and culture in the United States. Her award-
winning book, Houston Bound: Culture and Color in a Jim 
Crow City (University of California Press, 2016), examines 
how the migration of Creoles of color, ethnic Mexicans, and 
black East Texans complicated notions of race in Houston 
between the 1920s and 1960s. She is the Host/Producer of 
Soul Stories on 91.3 KXCI Tucson community radio.

ABOUT SOUTHWEST FOLKLIFE 
ALLIANCE (SFA) 

SFA is a non-profit organization affiliated 
with the University of Arizona College of 
Social and Behavioral Sciences and the 
Arizona Commission on the Arts’ state 
partner for folk arts, as designated by 
the National Endowment for the Arts.

SFA’s mission is to build more equitable 
and vibrant communities by celebrating 
the everyday expressions of culture, 
heritage, and diversity rooted in the 
Greater Southwest and U.S. Mexico 
Border Corridor. Learn more at 
www.SouthwestFolklife.org

7PRODUCED BY TUCSON MEET YOURSELF 6 2021 Arizona Ethnic & Traditional Dance Festival



A PRODUCTION OF:

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH:


